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Reception Vocabulary Overview

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2

Once upon a time | wonder what’s special
Topic Once upon a time, story, fairytale ,traditional, Celebration, festival, religion/religious, Diwali, diva, lantern, lamp,
vocabulary characters, beginning, middle, end, story map, retell, tradition, India, world, country, long ago, families, adults, parents,

title, author, illustrator, front cover, illustrations, blurb,

word, text

grandparents, siblings, unique, similarities, differences, compare

Focus texts
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Tier 2
vocabulary

Cosy, cottage,
magnificent, shrieked,

dashed, peeked, crept,

delicious, slurped,
wonder, grumbled

Beady, afraid, trembled,
wise, bellowed, beware,
scurried, forest, chuckled,
field, squealed, warning,
safe, proud, yelped,
galloped

Warrior, prince,
peaceful, demon,
dagger, wicked, king,

swooped, trail, tossed,
treetops, island, shore,

battle, rescue, Diwali,
Hindu, diva

Invited, bonanza,
scoured, heavy,
worried, gasped,
squealed, hope,
nervously, examined,
beamed, unusual,
floaty, mysterious,
sighed

Carpenter, saviour,
travel, Bethlehem,
crowed, inn, inn
keeper, desperate,
eventually, stable,
manger, shepherds,
flock, wise men,
summoned, warned
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Term Spring 1 Spring 2

| wonder how it feels | wonder where people live
Topic Emotions, ecstatic, delighted, cheerful, glum, Queen, King, prince, princess, palace, tower, royal, royalty, home,
vocabulary disappointed, distraught, miserable, irritated, annoyed, bungalow, bridge, river, lake, swamp, forest, town, city, country, world,

furious, frustrated, terrified, petrified, nervous,
peaceful, manage, exhausted, relieved, appropriate,
considerate, distracted, smooth, rough, gritty, crumbly,
flaky, bendy, brittle

Failsworth, Manchester, England, London, climate, community, quest,

pursuit

Focus texts
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Tier 2
vocabulary

Confused, emotions, mess,
feelings, jumbled,
separate, jar, happiness,
twinkles, sadness, alone,
anger, fair, blazes, fear,
helpless, brave, light,
afraid, shadows, calm,
peace, floating, deeply

Worry, wild, faraway,
discovered, normal,

wondered, enormous,
unexpected, hovering,
mind, shrink, tumbled

Visit, swish, favourite,
soared, swept,
through, along, across,
over, underground,
tower, bridge, sailed,
farther, floated, gently,
palace, Queen

Forest, river, stumble,
oozy, deep, narrow,
gloomy, hunt, wavy,
thick, swirling,
whirling, snowstorm,
furry, goggly eyes,
stumble, trip, squelch,
again, under

Swamp, lake, shaggy,
mane, furry, before,
around, paws, long
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Term Summer 1 Summer 2

| wonder what’s out of this world | wonder if everything changes
Topic Space: planets, orbit, Universe, non-fiction, Solar System, voyage, Seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer, seed, bulb, bud,
vocabulary expedition, atmosphere, gravity (planet names) orchard, blossom, growth, life cycle, hen, embryo, hatched,

Superheroes: hero, villain, evil, protect, defend, attack, commit,
devious, scheming, plot, brave, adjectives, attract, repel

Dinosaurs: carnivore, herbivore, omnivore, extinct, comet, non-
fiction, prey, predator, protect, defend, attack (dinosaur names)

incubator, nurture, creature, minibeast, mammal, farmyard,
allotment, transition, transform, metamorphosis, emerge,
chrysalis, (specific tree, flower and minibeast names)

Focus texts
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Tier 2
vocabulary

Draining board, pair,

journey, chimney,
passengers, state,
gasped, fact, visit,
whatever, rocket,
flew

(Non-fiction content
specific vocabulary)

Screeched, distress,

rescue, commit,
vanished,
summoned, evil,
escaped, frozen,
gasped, crimes,
snuck, shrieked,
screeched,
cornered, grinned

Thump, roughl
tumble, snatch, fair,
hatched

(Non-fiction content
specific vocabulary)

Orchard, ear (corn),

bloomed, ripening,
somersault,

looking-glass, buds,

higher, seeds,
woollen, blossoms,
taller, barn, alone,
summer, unfolded,
yard

(Non-fiction
content specific
vocabulary)

Hush, hunk, baggy,
coils, slither,
rather, treetop,
squabble, shriek,
leap, spring, doubt,
muddle, creatures,
puzzle
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Below is the planned foundational vocabulary needed to prepare the children for their learning in Year 1.

Mathematical

Subitse, number, numeral, amount, quantity, more than, less than, fewer than, equal to, add, altogether, take away, subtract, double,

vocabulary part, whole, pattern, shape, vertices, sides, odd, even, order, rekenrek, numicon, tens frame, die, dice, week, (the days of the week),
month, year, time, money, penny, heavy, light, short, tall, long, full, empty, half

Scientific Seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer, changes, day, night, darker, lighter, shadow, material, wood, glass, plastic, metal, hard, soft,

vocabulary rough, smooth, shiny, frozen, freezing, melting, floating, sinking, healthy, unhealthy, senses, life cycle, egg, hen, chicken, chrysalis,
minibeast, transform, names of body parts (e.g. ankle, elbow, spine, shin), plant, seed, bulb, grow, allotment, flower, petals, stem, leaves

Historical A long time ago, history, similar, same, different, change, artefact, timeline, past, present/now, future, today, yesterday, tomorrow,

vocabulary modern, old, new, parents, grandparents, queen, king

Geographical

Environment, map, similar, same, different, community, home, house, bungalow, street, town, city, country, world, zebra crossing, tree,

vocabulary bush, plants, bench, path, forest, park, playground, fence, gate, road, pavement, litter bins

R.E. Jesus, Bible, Christians, God, special, leader, religion, place of worship, church, mosque, Muslims, significant, features, Hinduism, Diwali,
vocabulary sacred, Christmas, Easter, festival, celebration, symbol, similarities, differences, beliefs, respect, communities

Musical Pulse, beat, rhythm, tempo, pitch, high, low, loud, quiet, perform, unison, boogie, rap, funk, instrument, glockenspiel, vocals, track, song,
vocabulary composer, artist, rhyme, piece, note, tune

Art vocabulary

Art, artist, artwork, style, inspired, materials, textures, drawing, colour, print, technique, sketch, pastels, watercolours, clay, plasticine,
symmetry, collage, effect, shade, colour, dab, combine, blot

PE vocabulary

Space, safely, travel, share, follow, team, path, roll, kick, bounce, throw, safely, stop, move, copy, forwards, backwards, sideways, run,
hop, skip, jump, direction, balance, catch, rules, tag, score, over, around, through, roll, stretch




