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Nursery Vocabulary Overview 
 
Term Autumn term  

Nursery Language 
 

 Autumn term 
  Nursery Rhymes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Topic 
vocabulary  

Peg, hook, loop, hood, hang, long handles, velcro, fasten, 
snack, register, inside, outside, ‘line up’, soap dispenser, 

paper towel,  flush, area names, lunch time, midday, hatch, 
hall, apron, through, over, remove, drying rack, concert, 
audience, ‘show and tell’, Tapestry, library, days of the 

week, please, thank you, good looking, good listening, good 
sitting, mission merit 

 
 

 

Chant, lullaby, song, verse, character names, rhyme, gentle, 
upbeat, melody, rhyming, repeat, refrain, sing, sign, 

makaton, quiet 
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Term Spring 1   
I wonder where animals live 

 Spring 2   
I wonder what’s in the sea 

Topic 
vocabulary 

Pet, zoo and farm animal names (including their offspring), body 
parts, cage, hutch, tank, enclosure, pen, coop, kennel, aquarium, 
tropical, zoo, farm, home, safari park, farmer, owner, zoo keeper, 
furry, scaly, fluffy, feathers, claws, beak, tame, shell, exotic, wild, 
domestic, hair, wool, (spontaneous language from children’s own 

experiences of particular pets) 
 

Boats, sport, hobby, leisure, boat types, submarine, periscope, 
submerge, breech, sailing, emergency, sailor, sea creatures’ 

names, coral, shipwreck, sea, ocean, choppy, wave, calm, seaweed, 
dive, diver, oxygen tank, snorkel, flippers, pirate, treasure, captain, 

shipmates, ship, crow’s nest, hook, deck, cutlass, eye patch, 
bandana, crew, galleon, parrot 

Focus texts     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tier 2 
vocabulary 

Wrote, pet, sent, back, heavy, 
fragile, tall, danger, fierce, 

care, grumpy, jumpy, scary, 
perfect, kept 

 
 

 
 
 

Farmyard, hullabaloo, morning, 
rise, stomping, bleating, barn, 
explore, loyal, shade, plump, 
squeal, clamber, wandering, 

gobble, waddle, paddock, din, 
cackle, proud, meadow, 

sheared, cart, bale, hoof, 
nightfall, creep, delicious, hunt, 

prey, drowsy, stable, shed  
 

 

 Quest, fabled, captain, chest, 
anchor, sail, bloomers, unfurl, 
fail, fancy, bay, cutlass, shore, 
dunes, ridge, snarl, beneath, 
wade, gurgling, swamps, prickly, 
undergrowth, cave, gulp, gasp, 
crew, cunning, elastic, rival, 
hold, booty, glittering,  

Testing, telescope, left, right, 
ground, around, ‘fancy that’, 
only, cries, terrible, sight, yells, 
might, doubt, glad, matter, fact, 
safe, brave 
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Term Summer 1   
I wonder who can help us 

 Summer 2   
I wonder how things grow 

Topic 
vocabulary 

Uniform, helmet, safety, appliance, equipment, teacher, 
doctor, dentist, paramedic, firefighter, police officer, job, 

emergency service, nurse, surgery, school, station, 
emergency, fire, flame, extinguish, hospital, equipment 

names, vehicle names, injured, poorly, ill, hurt 
 

Baby, child, toddler ,family, adult, grown up, parent, brother, 
sisiter, twin, seed, seedling, plant, flower, bud, leaf, young, 

animal young names,  caterpillar, chrysalis, cocoon, butterfly, 
moth, wings, identify, bird, seagull, crow, sparrow (see also 

scientific vocab) 
 

Focus texts    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

Tier 2 
vocabulary 

Check-up, dentist, 
appointment, few, 
busy, waiting, 
assistant, checked, 
pleased, rinse, 
filling, removes, 
suction, hose, 
materials, 
prepared, ache, 
care, properly, floss, 
rid, healthy, months 

Choose, anywhere, 
family, home, float, 
travel, flippers, 
springing, paws, 
perhaps, huge, 
snooze 

Beginning, 
harmony, 
afternoon, 
disagreed, respond, 
separate, city, calm, 
inseperable, 
vibrant, fascinated, 
grumpy, 
possibilities, 
neighbourhood, 
rebuilt 

 Beanstalk, planted, 
watered, dug, raked, 
hoed, mowed, dug, 
long time, giants, in 
spite, attention, 
lavishes 

Enormous, seeds, 
hoe, dug, delved, 
row, cared, watered, 
swell, weed, rubble, 
plucked, raked, plot, 
huge, vast, baffled, 
budge, heave, shot, 
thud, thump, supper 

Still, stomach, ache, 
cocoon, nibbled, 
beautiful 
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Below is the planned foundational vocabulary needed to prepare the children for their learning in Reception. 
 
Mathematical 
vocabulary 

Subitise, number, numeral, amount, more than, less than, add, altogether, take away, pattern, shape, corners, sides, order, numicon,  
week, year, time, heavy, light, short, tall, full, empty, match, sort, how many, count, count back, how many more,  
 

Scientific 
vocabulary 

Seasons, autumn, winter, spring, summer, changes, day, night, darker, lighter, shadow, material, wood, glass, plastic, metal, hard, soft, 
rough, smooth, shiny, frozen, freezing, melting, healthy, unhealthy, senses, life cycle, egg, hen, chicken, chrysalis, minibeast, transform, 
names of main body parts, plant, seed, bulb, grow, allotment, flower, petals, stem, leaves, daffodil, crocus, snowdrops 
 

Historical 
vocabulary 

A long time ago, history, same, different, change, timeline, past, present/now, future, today, yesterday, tomorrow, old, new, parents, 
grandparents, queen, king 
 

Geographical 
vocabulary 

Environment, map, same, different, home, Failsworth, place, town, city, world, tree, bush, plants, bench, path, forest, park, playground, 
fence, gate, road, forecast, weather types, tree names in the nursery garden 
 

R.E. 
vocabulary 

Jesus, Christians, God, special, church, Muslims, Eid, Hinduism, Diwali, Christmas, Easter, festival, celebration, differences, beliefs, 
respect 
 

Musical 
vocabulary 

 Beat, rhythm, high, low, loud, quiet, perform, rap, track, classical, disco, composer, artist, song, tune, rhyme 

Art vocabulary Art, artist, artwork, style, inspired, materials, textures, drawing, colour, print, technique, symmetry, collage, effect, colour, dab 
 

PE vocabulary Space, safely, travel, share, follow, team, path, roll, kick, bounce, throw, safely, stop, move, copy, forwards, backwards, sideways, run, 
hop, skip, jump, direction, balance, catch, rules, tag, over, around, through, roll, stretch 
 


